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# 3 “Hope and New Life” 
April 5th , Easter Sunday. John 20: 1-9 

“ Mary of Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was still dark,  
and saw the stone removed from the tomb.”

Reflection: The empty tomb that Mary of Magdala found, anxious as she was to tend to the anointing 
rituals, announced the resurrection of Jesus. “The discovery of the empty tomb meant that Jesus’ corpse 
and its resting place could not be made into a shrine and become the locus for a new religious death 
cult.¹” Jesus’ death and resurrection without a shrine instead brings in a new era of hope and new life. 
His suffering without retaliation shows us the way to live a life of non-violence and reconciliation. At the 
time of the Centenary of ANZAC, we must not make the shrines to those who died in that dreadful war, 
into a new religious cult. We must remember and pray for the dead and the families who still grieve, but 
also remember the violence that caused their deaths and work instead for peaceful solutions to conflict 
without resorting to war.
¹ Gil Bailie: Violence Unveiled: Humanity at the Crossroads

Fact File: April 11th is the anniversary of “Pacem in Terris” (“Peace on Earth”), the encyclical by Pope 
John XXIII. It was written in a time of cold war between USSR and the USA when the world was under 
the threat of a nuclear war. In it he said:  “justice, right reason, and the recognition of man’s dignity cry 
out insistently for a cessation to the arms race. The stock-piles of armaments which have been built up 
in various countries must be reduced all round and simultaneously by the parties concerned. Nuclear 
weapons must be banned. ...”#112

Learn More: The Medical Association for Prevention of War (Australia) works for the elimination of all 
weapons of mass destruction and the prevention of armed conflict. The website provides resources and 
data. www.mapw.org.au

Take Action: Practice peacemaking on a daily basis: in your family, workplace, parish, community. Learn 
methods  through participating in Communities of Practice. Contact  
Gill Burrows gill.burrows@ozburrows.com Join one of the groups listed on the MAPW website. 

For the most frequent update and Centre related news and links, please “like” us 
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